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LITERATURE.

A Hisrory or Tae Prors axn Cnnlml ?:.'rg
Guear Consrigacy to OveERTianow LInER
L] Ann:m. By Johu Bmith Dye. Published
by the Author: New York.

The work of Mr, Dye, whatever may be its de.
fects, certainly presents (o us pbases of Amerl
oan history in a new and startling light, “Itas
the ohject of the anthor to give, in a small com-
pass, & complete history of the political crimes
originating with or from slavery, and perpe-
trated by its friends, during the last eentury.”
And the feld which the author designs to cover
he has laithfully suweeceded in gomng ‘over.
There appears to be no incidant which beara
the slightest resemblance to an asserveration,
which he has notsilted; and it the leaders of
the proslavery faction have half the sins upon
their souls which he imputes to thewr aceount,
they will bave nload tosink them through all eter-
nity. According to the writer's showing, an at-
tempt was made to assaseinate General Jackson,
which was Instigated by the South. While
there oan be no doubt but that Lawrenoe really
attempted his murder, yet we cannol
see, from the evidence, that any connection
between him and the nulliders can bo discov-
ered. We doubt not that the spirit which will
support the hileous crime of slavery would
willingly remove any obstacle so shght as one
humsu life; yet in the present case the evidence
is insuffiolent, In the case of General Harrison a
most clear case i= made out. It would seem
that, on reviewing the facts, ns we can now
after the lapse of years, that IL is at least not
improbable that the President was actually re-
moved by araemic. All the proofs are arranged
with great care and nicety, and make out s
strong line of circumstantial evidence, We have
also all the parficulars of the death of General
Taylor; but the same line of argument is vsed in
his case &s in that of “Tippecanoce,” but not so
stropg an scousation secured, It 18 shown in
the facty’ in the case of Mr, Buchanan, ghat not
only was it the diabolical design of the murderers
to polson, but that a bndred innocent vietims
were to be also included in the butchery., As jt
was, thirty-cight died from the poison st the
National Hotel, and it was only by superhuman
eflorta that the lite of the President wus saved.
The assaseination of a vear ago is given in du-
tail, and the great plea of Judge Advocale Bing.
ham given in {ull.

From such materinls it was impossible that
the author could fuil to make un jnteresting
work., He has treated the subject in 4 eareful
and pirspicuous style, and has succeeded in giv-
ing an extremely readable, even if nota very
rellable work., As he proceeds he runs along
with the history of the political struggle bel ween
slavery and freedom, detailing its progress with
accurncy and makeg a continuous narrative
from the Declaration of Independence to the
death of the President in April last. He has
treated of the subject in a lihgt in which it has not
been examined before, It is onginsl, and por.
tions of it appeared gtrained to secure a verdict
of probability more than the fucts will allow.
Appended to the work proper is a succinct nar-
rative of the various nssassinations of history,
and the whole book terminates with a piciure of
President Johunson.

The production possesses merit which recom-
mends it to the popular favor. Rather too pre-
judiced to be recived with trusting confidence,
apd sll Its statements considered as facts, yet at
the same time, whenever the issue, is strained 1t
is too clearly evident to cause anv miuup[&r».-hau-
sion on the puart of the reader. We are
assured it has had an immwense sale, and
it 1 probable that the demand for it will coun-
tinue to increase the more its style and character
are known.

—The Parls correspondent of the New York
World writes:—

“Fancy Renan's ‘Life of Jeaus' belng read and
annotated by Abdel Kader! Btrange though it
may appear, it is, nevertheless, true, and Kenau
has had o personal interview with the Emir,
who received him most hospltably—at least so
says L' Evenemenl, nnd we nay believe it, I
was wrong just now, when I stated that there
wae no present nuvoil}r in London, Tacre are
the readers of the Hon. Mrs, Teresa Yelverton
—a name 80 well known in almost every corner
of the globe that, an uself, it woyld be sutliclent
to fill a room, Arriving early, I could not but
remnark that the general conversation ran almost
exclusively on one tople—Mrs. Yelverton—and I
wis glad to hear that each had a word of sym-

athy for ofie so cruelly, shamefully wronged.
Elm was dressed in a pale blue silk, with Benoi-
ton velvets, in her hair and 1ound her neck.
Her voice is deep, sonorous, and occasionally
dramatie, aud must bave congiderably impraved
since the first reading, for it was distinctly
heard from all parts of the room. Whetlier by
design oc chance, the pleces sgelected bore a
marked similitude with her own sad fate, anil
told accordingly., Indeed, all through the
reading you could not geparate the reader from
the sudering woman, whose past is known to
all, whose tuture is blank and comfortless, for
not one ray of hope remains that ever her con.
staney will be rewarded, that éver ghe can be
happy with the man she loves in spite of tor-
tune, time, or fate.”

—The nextvolome of Napoleon's “*Vie de Cogar”
is announced for May, The Emperors constant
orders are:—""Don't let any soul see the proaofs!
What do you think of that? The Paris Union
announces also the appearanc® of a new Latin
journal, under the title of Apis Bomana. Itiaa
good example, and commences well. [Ita first
number conlains some playful lines in pralse of
tobacco. A letter from Wilna announce u gene-
ral conversion at Pudbrezie, in Poland. from
the Rowan Cathoelie to the Orthodox Chureh,

~The Davenport brothers have announced a
few seapces in London. Buot the best snecdote
of spiritualism we have heard for some time is
the following:— \ wentleman was nsked if he
would like to call a gpirlt,

#1 should,” the gentieman replied,

«‘Whose 7' nsked the medium.

 Lindley Murray's!"

Lindley Muray's ghost appeared ereet, right
through (he table. The gentleman shudderad.
All trembled, The medium was visibly affected.

“Are you the spiritol Lindley Murray " asked
ihe gentleman, astonished at his own courage in
thus addressing & visitant of the lower world.

" Yes, Tare!" boldly responded Lindley Mur-
ray’s ghost.

Poor Lindley Murray !

A Sale of Rare Autographs.

A large collection of valuable autogravhs was
recently offered for sale in New York, in refer-
enoe to which the Tribune mliyn:-—i vl

auto h sale, boasting, in tion to
co:ﬂdnrsbf:‘&csl interest w'mathing like a
world-wide varlety of :flldnguuhml slene-
tures, s wirequent ever where sules ol varia
curiosa are 80 common &8 in New York, That
aut Mossars, & Merwin's on two evenlugs
past was fevored with & very fair attendance,
though, remarkably, not with spirited bidding.

The autographs were advertised as one ol the
mo#l important and yaluable collactions ever
offered lor «ale in this country; and certainly
their number, curifosity, and fame, might huve
justified a larger attendunce ot purchasers,

The sale »0 lar bas disosed of only ball tha cols
lection, wiich, it 1s worth whils saying, 1s *'wat-
ranted renun-e snd authentie,” is woll classed
and illustrated, and ranges ivom Revolutionary
Colonels and Congressmen to Major-Uenerals,
Chiet Just e, Ambassadora, and Presidents;
from Prime Miniseers and fieneralissimos to
Archdukes, Kings, Quecns, Emperors, and
Popes: thronglr; theology, . philosophy,
seience, with Melancthon, Bwedenborz, Leib
pitz, D'Alembert, Champollion, Humbolds, Bor-
have, and other great names; from Cramer and
Lortzing 10 Bellini, Douizerti, an’l Mendelsaohn,
nmong musicigns; and amoug historians, poeta,
novelists, and dramatists, such as Hume, Sis-
mondi,
Voltaire, Tom Moore, and Wordsworkh,

winter autographs are of' Godires Kneller. Ben-
rumln West, David, Lessing, and Canova. There
s & fragment of Spontini, which has marks ol
genuinencss, and s accompanied by & rare en-
graved portrait ol the Empress Josephine's
iavorite maesfro in his court dress, The auto-
araph soores of Bellini nnd Lortzing have also
appended interesting contemporancoas portraits
which we very seldom see,

A letter serap of Donlzetll, written in a rapid
and inky ohirography, nicely s'roked and dotled,
the name of the maater easily legible, contrasts
curiously with the neat score ot Bellini, These
autographs were each sold lor $1°45. The mui-
tary linee of writings, sometimes a8 stragetio
an ':urzling s any loves of the mariial art
coul
of Colonel Kihan Allen up to Washingtlon, and
buck 1o Prince Eugene, Fiederiok the Great,
Wallenstein, Tilley, Coarles the Twelith, and
Gustavos Adolphus, Bidding, as we have aaid,
Was, upon the whole, tolernaly cummuu-rlar_'n.
which may be accounted for most naturally by
the exceading disproportion of fitled and famous

The

' wutographers to the Hmited and democratic

attendance, The low figures at which the death-
dealing hands ot lnmons kings and queens went
oif \nto possession of unknown collectors might
be taken as & inct most mortilying to royalty in
these days rather than ns showing a want ol
abstruse hostorienl knowledge on the part of
our second-hand dealers. But the prices offered
in many instances did not by sny means im-
peach the valoe of the =ale,

The hrst divisionof the collection, including
£0me quite rare aMograpbs of American Colo-
nigl Guvernors and pre-devolutionnry notahios,
gold oriskly at prices varying irom twenty-ive
cents to two dollars, Among these wius a
scarce wnrling of Robert Hunter, Governor ot
New York in 1713, and the guthor ot a lamous
letter on “Enthusiasm,” by some attributed to
Swill, and by others 1o Shattesbury; siwnatures
of 8ir George Olion ana  the New Jersey pro-
pretors, Berkely and Carteret; and some récords
and letters ol the Colomal Governors of Massa-
clhusetts, Marylaud, sana North Carchina, Auto-
gruphs ot Kevolutlovary statesmen  brought
gimilar sums, A plain and geholarly serpt ol
John Jay was lnd aslde for $2,and a slicht, sonrce
wutograph of Patrick Henry brought no wore,
A long personal letter of Elias Boudinot,
President of Congress, in 1752, was bought
tor 1. Generdls in the Revolution commanded
growing prices, Colonel Allen’s letter, dated
during the war of ludependence, was secured
tor $4:256; a puge by General Philip Sehuyler,
dated Moses Creck, 1777, complaining toat bis
1eputation sutfers unjustly, was valued ar $0; n
neatly writien knelish letter o the Marquis de
Lafnyette to John Jacob Astor, and sn admira-
ble epecimen of Laiayetie's autograph, brought
casily $15, as high a sum a8 Waslhinrton's letter
to General Morgan during the Nes Jersey cam-
palgn. This 18 & more rapid hand, it seems,
then usual, of the calm, precise, nod straient-

and |

fclund, Jean Paul Richter, Zehokke, |

wish, extend trom the simple sigr-manaal |

jorward wrivmg of the Commandar-in-GChier, |

General Anthony Wayne's letter to Major Juhn
Armgtrong sold for 39, and 18 a pece of stroug
aud practised chirovaphy, -

Eight records, with signatures of three Dukes
of Bruuswick, fuulmtmq ong ol the late cocen-
tric, whose wonderiul dismonas were stolen a
lew i,'n-utu ago, and with sizns-manual of five of
the Damsh Kings, did not venture above $175
aplece.  udustavus Adolpbus' almost  andeot-
pherable
criss-oross, reached only 3; a stll more imper-
fect authograph ot Charles X111 was sold for
$1'60, Bernadoute's bold signature eould eom-
wand no more than 50 cents; thul o Catharine
11, the greac and mfamons of Russig, weat ofl
chenp nu 81; but the Swedish Queen Chyristina,
better preserved autograph, brought the fwir
royal price of $3°75, Maria Theresa’s more
modizh and modern handwriting was rated no
higher than a couple ot dollars, Philip 1,
husband of “*Bloody Mary,” and the Emperor
i.‘luu‘lcn the Finh of Germany had no better
uek.

An autograph of great varlety, undoubtedly
the pandsomest and most charncteristic ot tnis
part ol tne collection—that ot Prince Alexaunder
Mensclukotl—was sold for $1°25. Scraps of
Waullenstein and Piccolomini, the perinme ol
Schiller's great drama about them, wers held in
no better re-pect, Irederick the Great, Alex-
ander Farnese, Archduke Charles, sud Marshul
Lilueher, were counted off soon at lgnoble prices
uo higher thau $2,  Frederick appends to a very
emall und peat memorandam the curt <ignature
of “Fritz.," The graceru]l and expressive wato.
graph ot Prince Metternich, o letter accompas
nyiug 8 portrait of his clear and elegaot fea-
tures, was undoubtediy one of the rarest speci-
mens otercd for sale.
© Ot English nutographs, thuse of Bolingbroke
and General George Mong were rated highest at
between $1 and $3. Signatures of Palmerston
and Peel sold for 40 and 60 cents; a small manu-
script of David' Brewster, $1°60; a letter of
George Craobe to has publisher, $, and another
o Harret Martinean to Mrs, Hale, were among
the best bids, Among all the autographs none
i= more delicate and refined than Moore's, or so
light und alry ns Barry Cornwall's, which
brought equul sums ol §1, Richardson, the
asuthor of “Bir Charles Cavendigh,” ete., was
prized at $3+50, and David Hume ot $10, A small
ueat serap of writing by Wordaworth was put
away at $2-76.

The next division of sale, including auto-
eraphs ol several o1 the Popes, and some hand-
some specimens of old-fushioned scholustic eali-
graphic—one of which purports to be a record
ol Alexander Borgin—wis speadily gone through
with at figures raopging from €1 to 83, The
minute and graceful bunawriling of Tiruboschi,
& business letter ol the celebrated Dr, Bearpa

| serips of the pocts, Professor Vincent Montt, unc

Pindelmonte, and 4 fragment with the namse ol
sSpontinl, were epch sold lor twenty-five cents,

Mendelssohn's autogriph is charmingly neat
and fantusue, The congraved porirals which
accompanies it gives n Jewish expression ol fon-
ture which is abseat irow the late presentiments
ot the stberesl ecomposger, Chevalier Newkomm
writes delieately and legibly, A Germsn verse
dulntily written on tinted paper aond undersigned
“Henretts Rossi,” 1s a prétuy little memorial of
the tasciputing Madame Soptag, What would
be thougnt far rarer thao all these is o ssmi-
pelitical record of Carlo Broschi, or Farrinelli
the celebrated singer, opoe whe favorite and
minigter of the SBpanith King Phalin  Fih,
Donlzetta's hand, of all the musienl sutographs,
appurently wears cthe wost active werve and
churaoter, None ol these sold lor more than
#$1°25, and a few—among thom Sontag's billet-
dour and a note of Lortzing's (composer of
Czar and Zimmermuan)--wer: obtamed for a
mere trifle,

The engraved portraits whioh. go with the
preater patt ol tue autography somewhat en-
nee their vadue, It 18 not so often that & good
likeness of the polished but unlovely Moiternioh
reaches us, or thal we can gel o feir idea of the
saturnine, grim visages of some ol the old Ger-
man Kaigers. or the bigh-browed, severe-leatured,
sid face of Wallensteln, or the cynio and gnex-
gevie Charles Twelfth,  Although these portraits
miy not be extraordinanly rare, and their like
mav be found smone the spoils of antigue yol-
umes 8t many second-hand booksallers', their

resence amony the autographs witnesses good
pste and copsidergble research,

The suction of last evening dls of Afty
ar gixty sutographs of the most celabrated Ger.
man scholurs and poets, An intergsting scion.
tific snd lterary letter of Alexander Von Huo
boldt was sold 1or $2°50; and sutugraphn ol L
big, Nesnder, and Pestalogsl, or the wuto,

scrawl, splay-iashioned, light, and |

graph of the poet and romancer, Baron Foque,
the comparatively air price ot $2'60 wan given,
Mathison, tee poet of Beethoven's "Adelaide,"
signed himself Away for 2 cents, and so with
Count de Stolberg Zohokke. Handsome apee:-
mena of Jean Panl and Wieland went olf at $2:75,
Among signers of the Declarstion, Franklin and
Jeflerson were complimente 1 with bids of $18
sud $8, A record ot Louis X1V, rovally mugned
snd gealed, brought $2°46, and a hnlngu’gh lei-
ter of the woful Baron Tronck, 8650, Twenty
sutographs of Napoleon's Marshals, includine
Neoy and Murst, were talked away ut $2:50, and
an aborevinted signature of Napolcnn the lin’af.
in his usual Imperial expher, was purchased for
£15'50. The rest ol the autographs o1 the Bona-

arte family were sold at prices varviae bet veoen

L and $3, The fact that lore‘gn sulograph:
cannot be readily ldentified will explain the
cheapness of some of the-e dgures.

The buvers appear to have beed guided en-
tirely by the advice of the entalogus in their
choige, Il not sppreciation of manusoript trea-
sures, without, however, knowmg exactly
wh!"ile‘r their acquieitions are of great or small
value. It is undeniuble that well-written wuto-
graphs bricg rhe mpst money—a fact which the
great men who will herearter supply the Amer-
can market ought to bear in mind,

THE NEW YORK PRESS,

EDITORIAL OPINIONS OF LEADING
JOURNALS UPON CUREENT TOPLCS,

COMPILED AVERY DAY FOR EVENING TELEGRATI.

General Sheridan's Testimony,
From the Times.

Altbough the testimony of Major-Generai
Sheridan communioated to the Secret Cormmit-
tee of Fitteen omits many points in regard to
which the country would have been glad to have
big views, It ia full enoueh 10 show that, in the
main, he agrees with the other distinguoished
soldlers whose opinions upon Lthe reconstruction
question had been previously reported. The
Btates of which Gencral Shemdan undertakes to
epeak are Loulsiana, Florida, and Texas, and
the impression his words produce is quite as
tuvorable as ressonable men could expect it to
be, Tt I8 evidently diseriminating, ‘oo, acd,
therefore, more likely to command confidenos
in its truthfulness, Thus, u8 we unoerstand his
auswers 1o the queries propounded, the popular
sentiment of tlomda is more ¢ordial 1n its
loyalty than that ot the interior of Louisiana,
whilst that of Texas is less avorable. Analyze
his statements, however, and the causes of dil-
terence become apparent. Louisluna sulered
more thay Flovide durmg the war, and couse-
quently many o her prople labor under the -
tition produced by ihe logs of property. Texas,
ou the other hand, having made money by the
war, 8 exempt rom the depressing imfluences
whieh are telt in Lowsicus,  Buu trontier law-
les:nees clings to it, and renders necessary the
Jbresence of w military toree,

lirespective of the specinl etreumstances ad-
verted to by General Sheridan, what be saes
concerning the prevailing public fechue in the
Southwest talles with the statemauts of the
spacial'correspondent who recently represented
the Zumes in that section, The (enersl tells the
Conimittee that ths ex-Rebels “*accept the situ-
ation. and have an earnest desive for the restori-
tion of a perfect Union;" that *‘the feellng and
sentitwent of those with o the limit ot ™ his com-
mand, thongh not entirely satsfactory, *4s as
‘j_‘(rud, perhape, as could be expected:” that in
LJouigana a majority of the people ‘are on *he
side ol the Federal Government, and “earncstly
desire to be restored to a perieet Unton with the
other Statcs;” that in Florida “the tone and
sentiment ol the people are very fair;” that in
Texas, “‘nmong the best people, there is a very
good feehng towards the Government,” For
whar more, consistently with reason, could we
it this moment nsk ?

So tar as the negroes are concerned, Gerers
Sherman deemed the maintenance of the Freed-
men's Bureau expediont for n time. But he em-
phatically rejecrs the radical poliey as fraught
with mischiel to the negro bimself, *“I be-
lieve,” declares the General, “that thie best thing
that Congress or States can do 18 to legislate as
little as possible In relerence to the colored
man, beyond giving him security in his person
and property. His social stalus,” he adds, “will
be worked aut by the logic of the necessity for
his lnbor,” Here j& a beliet founded upon ex-
tended observation and experience, and in diregt
oppusition to the theorizing of Messrs, Suniner
und Stevens, who, under the pretense of elevat.
vuting the negro, would bring upon him endiess
digasters. President Johnson was not far astray
when he told the colored people of Washington
that their worst enemies are the politicians who
trade upon a burren philanthropy, and keep up

the cry for negro suflruge for their own partisan
advantage,

The Consolidated National Pebt.
Frem the Tribune,

We trust the Finance Committee of the Senste
will lose no time in considering Mr, Sherman’s
bill for consolidating {the debt, and reporting it
to Coungress, The country needs a thorough
finunctal plan, and we know of none thal would
be more generally acceptable than this. An
objection is made to the fourth seetion of the
biil on the ground that it takes an undue ad-
vantage of holders of Seven-thirties, by compel-

| ling them to decide six months before maturity
¢ whether they will accept another form of loan

or national currency for thelr seécurities, We
think it bad policy for a Government to take
course which by any means could be consirued
into an attempt to drive a sharp bargwin, But,
ol the same time, the Government must adopt
u mensure of selfprotection. wWime will be no-
cessury to provide the means to meel these
Seven-thirty notes as they mature, There ars
over $800,000,0600 of Seven-tiirty notes to be re-
deewed w some way, und In & very short time,
We cannot raise this money by any system ol
direct taxution without ereating heavy burdens;
and the necessicy of providing $500,000,000 11
cuwrrency, and st the same time in  Five.
twentles, 1o  be ready upon the duy
the Seven-Thirtles mature, 80 a8 to be prejared
for uny aecision the holders muv woke, 18 Lo
place npon whe Treasury a burden of enormous
maguitude, The money market canoor but
sutler from the ignorance ol the Department and
the indecision ol note holders, It the money
vilue of the Sevensthirty loan Is thrown upoy
the market in eurrency, we shall haye a period
of inflation more extended, sod, m the end,
more digssirony than at suy time of the war. 1/
wie contine ourselves o Five-twenties ns  the
only loan to be laken by those who returned the
Sevensthirties, aud Lold an abundance of money,
we merely assume n new six per ecent. gold-
beariog lonn for at leuwst five yours sneceeaing
the maturity ot the Seven thieties without 1axs-
mg ndyanuge of the dnereased nuationsl pros
perity, the abundsnce of woney that nationsl
prosperity will bring, and the opportunity we
shall have of reducing the rate of  intersst, ‘an.d
creating o sioking, lunda tlor the payment of the
national debt.

By the plan of Mr. Sherman, the Government,
like any prudent money-desler, will kuow six
months in advance what it will be ealled upon
to do—tbe mmonut of money and of vonds it
will .bave to provide, There will be no coance
to crente s panie or to demoralize the business
ol the country. At the same time, this (ourth
seotion I8 merely o matter of convenlenee, sud
pot an essentinl part of the bill, and we are not
anxions about Its tate. We wish to see the Govy-
ernpment reduce the rate of Inferest, and thus
save 16 of the amount of the interest to be pad
snnually; and, in the second plave, apply the
money thvs saved 10 the payment of thu Na-
tional debt, As wo showed yesterday, by nego-
tinting $2,000,000,000 of & five per eent. loan, and
applying one per cant. of that amount with
compound Intesest for forly vears, wo ahull be
nble to pay oil' §2,000,000,000 o the natiansl

-

/

debtabaut the end of the present centary. . For
fils reason, we ware willing to ncooph & thirty
or torty year lonn. To provide against any con:
tingeneics, however, and to make the job of
payiog our debt as easy as posmble to our chil.
dren, we should be willing 1o accept a longer
loun than that Frovidvd by Mr. Shermun's bill—
fifty years, ror instance. The main polnta upon
which we feel like insisting are:—

1. That the six per cent. ana seven wnd throe
tenths per cent. loane shall be converted into
tive per conl louns 20 soon 68 Lthe terms of thelr
creation will permit.

1I. That the Government shall not pay more
than five per cent. (or money, whew other conne
tries, withont one<half of our resources, can on-
fuin it wt o Jower rate,

111, That the loan shall be for as briof u period
e prudence will permit.,

IV, That asinking rund shall be oreated, to
thow that we are sinocrely anxious 1o pay oar
tebt in time, and that, #s an earnest of our
aith, we provide weans for doma it,

The tear that we canvot negotinte this loan al
five per cent, 18 unfonnded, I we could borrow
$ERT, 084,000 at six per cent., and $108,241,100 at
five per cent, in time of war, wo can certainly
teduce the rate ro five per cent, in time of
peace, with the enuntry rapidly incrensing in
wealth, und a fair plan of taxatlon. Those who
hold a contrary opinion do injustice to the
spirit of the Ameriocan people and the §unlm ol
our finunciers, We venlure to say that Jay

Cooke, for instanee, our taithful agent in the .

duys of frouble, conla be inducea to do this
sume work for us in a ttme of pence, The Five-
iwenty loan was 08 low as 93 during the war,
The seventhirty could have been bought for U6
not many months agzo. The Ten-lorties, a dve
per oent. lean, sold at 954 yosterday—sbout as
much as the Seven-thirties commandod at Christ-
mns. If this tive per cent, loan is worth ns
nuch now as a Seven-thivty wassix months ago,
It requires very lHitle calculaiion to show that
il may be made par belore the Seven-thirties
bewin to mature. Lot Congress pass Mr, Sher-
man's bill, and the Secretarv of the Treasary
put a five per cent, forly or #itg-year consoll-
cwated loan gn the market, in the hands of a
capable and putriotic agent and we ventore to
sny that it will be st par belore many wooks,
The plan seems to be so (ull of common senae
that we wonder any sagacious banker should
oppose it.

Reconstinction—The President and
Committee ot Fifteen.
From the Herald,

Congrese made war on the President as one
who had gone againstihe true interests of the
country, Prominent wmen in the Republicun
party denounced the Presidenl as a traitor, and
toeJehosen phresemonger of that party declared
that Andrew Johnson had given up to the South
the fruits of the Northern victyry; that he had
shorn our triumph of all that made it valuable,
On the floor of Congress he was anathematized
0s ap “'executive usurper and deepor.” He was
charged with an Intention to «destrov the Cou-
sinution by substrtuting for its equable distribu.
tion ol political forees o “‘one man power.,” He
wus habituslly culled, in entire disregard of pub-
lle decorum, “the man at the other end of the
wvenue,” and in the Senate 8 member blas-
phemousl§ thanked God for the visitation ol ill-
ness that kept trom their ceats men who would,
il present, huve voted 1o sustain the President,

Judgimg frem all the obloguy thus heaped
npon the President, the country naturally
thought that he had becn guilly of some
heipous act. The people, 1t is true did not
know what his crime was, So tar as they could
sce, the President had been engnged ounly in
one great lnbor—that of resioring the SBouthern
Siates 1o their relutions with the Union. But
thig the prople thought was carrying to its ulti
mate result the greal purpose for which the
country had gone to war, uud therefore the
thought hig edorts at reconstruction enh!lcﬂ
only to praise, and to the more praise as they
were l‘."\if.li:nli_? suceessiul.  However, trusting
their parcy leaders, many of them accepted the
tact that the President had committed some
great erime, and hoped to learn what the erime
was by-and-by. They waired padently., Tt was
known that a committee of Congress, appointed
on reconsiruction, was busy bottling and label-
ing the radical wrath soon o be poured on the
devoted head of Mr. Jobnson, This commities
was to see, welgl, argue, inqure, judge, and
report.  No one could say what 1:orrun. what
wonders ol polit.cal villany that report might
reveal,  lmpeachment of the President was
vazuely winspered as one of the less consider
sble o1 its possible results, Its propositions for
1ecoustruction would, at least, show, by their
dirget coutrariness to what had been done by
the President, that he bad defied Congress,
common sense, and the country, Congress
could not, for very shame, show loss thun that,
after all it had sald.

This Congressional committee of filteen has
reported.  Shut up in a durk room lor pearly
five monihs, it had abundant tine to frame,
mature, and elaborave thut report that was to
include the great radical plan, and has finally
luid its labors betore the woula, And the fivst
and most obvious tuct in relation to this radical
programme 18 that it not,only does not object
to any slngle act of the President in the matter
ol reconsiruction, but absolutely aceepts all
that he bas done, und indorses his course in the
strongest posmble terms. *'It {8 expedient,”
say8 the committes, ‘that the States lately in
imeurreotion should at the earliest day consistent
with the futwie pesce und sulety of the Unmion
be restored to participstion in all political
rights,” These words embrace the whole basis
ol the President’s course; they express the very
spirit of Lis policy. Not one word sgainst the
acta of Andrew Jo n, Not even a little clause
to involve or imply o rebuke for, or to point
out to the pecple the acts that made b a
“usurper and a despot.”

By this report o the Reconstruction Commit-
tee Congress swallows its words—almost awasl:
lows itselt. If tells the countryin the most
emphatic way thatl the President was right all
the time, and that 118 reconstruction commil
ter, niter & patient search of tive montus, cannot
put 118 finger on a pomt in the Presdent's plan
to justiry its abuse. What must be the result?
simply toat the whole mass of the party un‘nred

er;

the

pgainst the Presioent must go over or go une
simply that the parly must perceive immediately
the wreat exror it tell mwo in fodowing the lend
of the Ipsape Btevens, and rectify that error.
Alrendy this is begun, My, Stapton adheres to
the Presidenn Finding that nothing can be
sald aguinst hig pobey, that there I3 no other
coutve to 1ake, he gives in his alleglance to the
great practical reconstruction'st, snd thus sig.
nnlizes the eommencing disintegrabion of the
radieal footion,

The German Problem.
From the Daily News,

Our accomplished and welldinformed Paris
correspondent, wriling [rom one ot the centres
of political opinion just now in Burope, gives us
to believe that the lull in thestormy controversy
petween Austrin apd Prussis is buot the calm
that prosages the storm. The rowors current
at the sulling of the lust stesmer that Austria
had proposed, in answer o Herr Dismark’s note
of the 16th ultimo, that a simultaneous reduc-
tion of the armaments of the two powers should
take place, and which was considered as a pro-
bable means of m'olclinxhhosttllnua, PO £36ds 100
little of authenticity, 1 the shape in which they
come 10 us, to warrant a copclugive opluion
based upon the intormation |bat they give, This

ursé on the part ot Ausiria, following upon

smark’s note ot the 16th of April, would tend
rather to strengthen Prussia, alrendy arvogant
und sggressive, in the evidence thas it wonld
give ol Austrin's dislike to fisk & war, upon the
questions at fssue, with her antogonist.

In bis note of the 16tk ult., Bismark, whao is,
A8 Usnal, pu.rnmpl(l? and lmperative, says:—
“Lot ik (the Imperia] Government) re-eatablish
the statu quo anle If 1t desire that rsu:‘prmily in
deolnratvons should pass into the domawm of
fset.Y The ‘mmnpmry tone of this condition
to 8 re estublishmwent of the old order of thmngs
canpot escape notice. In waking the conces
siin imputed to her, Ausula would tacmitly
scknowledge that her malitary proparations

) wige

e

nve been hnsty, and tha!, insiead of seaking to

uard sgminst the osdsible danger urising trom

usein's threatening attitude, she hns been
eiving cavse for offense by those preparations,

The proporal to disarm simultanesusly—if it
have been made—cannot Iml to add to the lm-
p?ﬂance of Prossia In the future consultations
of the Germanie Confederation, And that this
patched-up evasion of war on the part of Aus-
trin will tend to a settloment of the fate of the
ichies ol Schleswig snd Holstemn on a bams
eatiatpctory to her is not so apparent. Rather
would it seem that, in sullarlﬁg herselfl to be
diiven from her position by Blsmark, she will
proportionately lose that andacity which 18 na
requisite to supporting the imfluence of a fewiti-
mute Government i so jarring - politicrl sys-
win as that ot Germany as to conducting a sue-
cossful 1evolution. Hsaving onee yielded to the
obstinate attitude ol Prussia, sne will natarally
not choose to provoke a repetition of Lhose
snarling mterchanges of aiplowatie acerbities
which have recently characterized the notes
exchanged between fhe two Governments: and
with her avtagonist master of the situntion, she
will give a reluctont consent w the plan of
territorinl aggrandizement 8o persistently tol-
lowed up by the Pruasian Minlster,

It 4% in o consideration of the consequent oul-
lued above, that the doubts m connection with
the latest rumored I{‘urpoao ol Austrin gain
sirengtb, Bhould such a proposition have been
made, there is every likelthood of Pru-sin'a
neoeptiog i, That power, il is ressonable t»
suppose, s not seeking war merely tor tae pastime.
The possession of the disputed domain of Senles-
olstoin is her end. With her, war is only
the means; and could she pebleve her purpose
through the ngency oi & bivodless vietory,.so
much the better for her, and 8o mueh the bettor
tor Bismark, The Government of the Kiug can-
not e gnorant of the temper of the Prussian
people. Even did war enter the ambitious cal
culutions ot Bismurk, the decided hostility
shown by the people to that measure might
serve to check him, ov, at least, to induce him
to exhaostthe arts of diplomacy in the falfil-
ment of his purpore In connection with Sohles-
wig-Holstein,

Atermination of the pending controversy,
(avorable to Prussia, would pinee the Prussian
Minister upon a level with the great masters of
diplematic strategy —provided that favorable
tenmination be secured without the shedding of
biood, He could, then, fittingly be likened to
Richelleu, and whatever opposition now oblains
agalost him ameng his people, would be changed
to the plandits nwarded to the successiul diplo-
mat and statesman, It s a laurel worth striving
lor, and oue to be gained, perhaps. with le« of
blugter and morve ol suavity, But Bismark ap
peors to huve adopted the revolutionary cry of
audace! m the conduct of his foreipn relations;
undy, if it should succeed, fn the end, in ating
him fo wrest the duch es of Schleswig-Holsiein
from their present anomalons coud tion, nud to
trans them to the crown of Prussin, witnout in-
volving the family of States in war, the posses-
51t m of that atiribute would nol operate agalnst
him in the minds ot his countrymen.

The question of bostilities among members of
the Geimunic Confederntion i= atpresent iraught
with possible penl to the entire system of
mounrchy in Centrnl Europe. A mistakein the
proseculicn of war, or a violent disposition to
afiront the popular sent:ment, it it should Le in
favor ot peace, may leasd to complications
wherein a rew element may appear upon the
tield, prompt to svail itsell of the mistakes of its
rulers, That element, brooding in the minds
of the disaflcoted under every flag of the Oud
World, is tjound everywhere, Suppressed ut in-
tervals by the mulitary police, it breaks out
again to beseain suppressed. Bat for all that
suppression it Hves, and awaits the day o de-
liverunce. And it takes the shape of the action

supgested by 1ts hich priest, Garibaldi, last sum-
wer, to Herr Bhaod, the Progressist, that the
German people shake down their Thirty Tyraats;
and 1ts nawe is Revolution,

The Radicals Meditating a Retreat—Manis
festo hrom Forney.
From the Worild,

Ta Thursday's Philudelphin Press, there was o
swaggering letter from *‘Ocensioual” (Forney),
defiant, doubleleaded, Ailling two columns, the
burden of which seemed to be, st 6rst blush, a
vere confident and exultingly insolent predie-
tion of the complete triumph ol the reconstrac-
tion policy of the radicals over that ol the
President, By “the knowiug ones” in the Re-
pubhican party, this cascade of frothy lusolence
will be interpreted “by the rule of contraries,"
The 1adicals begin to feel that they cavuot

safely go befors the country with the most
oitensive feature of their plan—the distranchise-
ment of the whole Soutn il 1870, As prepara-
fory to backing out of that part of'it, they make,
throvgh Forney, a vamnglorions parade ot
thelr strength, 88 a general who finds himself
i an unsale position makes a bold demonstra.
tion with his rearguuard, to cover the retreat of
bis muin body.

The radeals were distrustful as to how their
lan would take, in the very sct oi brouching
t. Inetead ol bringing it to immediate decision {n

Congress, they postponed action tll the eleventh
day after its publieation, in order that they
might pather indications of 18 acceptance with
tne public, The disfranchisement section so
overshoots the mark, it makes the whole plan
seem 80 dishonest, o selt-unnibilating, that 1t
has been received with lLivtle favor even by the
Repubhican journals. In this oity, besides the
Democratic journals, the Limes, Loening Post,
und emmerelal Advertiser have opposed it with
more or less vigor aud declsion, while the 7¥i-
bune, the only avettor o1 the report, accompa-
pied its publication with a short article in which
the plax was discredited by presenting one
which that paper thought preferable, and it hss
since had little to say on the subject, The inde-
cent gbsurdity of the (isiranchisement section
was immediately made ro glaring, that Forney
who is un observing politician, sees that ft witl
never do.  Betore iurther deseribing his lettor
we will gquote the pussage lor the sake of which
the whole must have been wotten:—

“Nothing more trumphantly proves thar the
fricuds of ‘wy polioy’ mre couscious of these fuots,
thau dheir attelopt (o rekindle the tire of hatred
the Fouth, by awelling npon thar pormon of ghe
report of the joint eummitiee which prevents cerain
enumeratod elagses trom votlug until 1870, Sap-
pose, however, tha' Congress, satisfled thut the
son hoern people are wiliing, in good faith, to aocept
the other portion of this compry hensive programms,
showid consent to allow thest o to vote, and
rhiould tollow this by granting every southoin Siate
ibat ratitles the wew article ol the Consttn-
fion immeomte representaiion, what then becomes
of 0 erusade wioeh, a8 the experlence ol the
countiry smee the merhiog of Congrcss has too
sud ¥y shown, bas had no ot! er object but the gra.
tficution of a seitish amintion on the one hand,
apd an meoneivaule spant of rovenve aguinst s
goer rous and confiding pevple on the other

Considering how egregious n blunder the dis-
(rapchisement aection is, the radicals wouid no
doubt do a discreet thing If they withdrew it
betore they get their parly (ully committed, But
in politics, as In war, & retreatdo the fuce of the
enewy 15 & domgeroud operation. Forney s
mannging with considerable address to conoeal
the true charsoter of the contemplated reireat,
His long letter moves with the exultant tread of
an army marching to victory. He puts over i,
In huge staring capitals, “Harmony,” Then fol-
lows, as preliminary flourish number two, these

heudlines, In large showy letters:-<"*The haparc
of the Committee on Reconstruction sure to he
adopted by Congress nnd ratied by the State
Leglatures,” Then, after another brenk, still
in staring 1.3{»0. these:;—*It guaranteed Frocdom
and Equality to all our citizens, and Mug-
psn'mity and Generosity to the recent
enemies of the Republic,”  Alter this prelusory
waving of banners, Forney goes on to how
certuin it is tqp tue Committee’s plan will bhe
iriumphantly sdopted by two-thirds of both
Houses, to 1he great coas tlou of the Prem.
dent; how the Norihern Blate Governors will
call extrn sessious ol the Blate Legisiatures;
how, betore avtamn, 1t will recelve twenty-two
of the twenty: t ( twinty-e'ght sinee Colorado
Is admitted) needed ratifications; how the South-
erm people will then see thav it is President
Johnson snd the Copperheads that are keeping
them ont of Union; how the Southern Biatos
will 01l the aldent with dwmae by their

ulacrity o secepting the plun of the Commitiee;

4

and how Stavens, Sumner, and the radieals will

fmmedintely thereatier be, both in (At snd in
&ou;barn' manon, Lho south's dearest, kindest
frisnde,

1his is shallow and ridieuions enonghy but il
fpmb.hl,v foretok et s & considerable mudl!‘nntion
of the plan reported by the committes, and a
chanee of factfos by the ru hicals, They are de-
Whersting on the expedicney ol playing (he part
of meltiog, gushing 8, wpathy for (ke South, All
the tears, ol course, lle in an onion waich they
will really shed over the sufferings of our South-
ern brethren; but there 19 hutle doubt that they
are rehenrsin @ w comedy of tears, Fornoy says
that tho radiesl Covernors, “stimulated by the
{orlorn condition of the Southern people, and
moved by the appeals,” ele,, will make haste to
cnll extra sessions ol the Stato Logislatures to
ratify the radienl umendment, The pretense of
mogianimous eeserosite, which the radleals
are about to nesume, I8 heralded In the olowng
puragraph of Foroey's ietter, as tollo wa -

STt will, therefore appoar that the obstractionists
are 1o be foand among the President’s frdends. That
1he Soutl ern Staces are to bo Leld out of e Unmon
by the man who Las witerly protesssd o be thear
oxolusive shamplon. and that smmply beoawss Con-
rrese will mot  permit bim to declde the ques lon
whieh 1 exclumvely its own, be hwy attemptod a
new experimnent that will prove to be the most sl
of all his enterprises The Sonthern peosle wil
soon be convinoed that the radicals, as shev are
ealled, aie, 1o fact, ‘their best fnends” Spoaking
1o the miHons wito ountiuer@cl the Rebellion, tuey
will, | prediet, now that the chiel pusrant.es have
been sooured, yi0 o overviiing that can be honorn-
bly ard imorly exp oted or demanded. The groat
businesa inwresta, North or South, m.renay Appre-
omie 1he justice of thm prediction, and are pro-
paring for 1he consequenoss of ita vonlization. hore
18 no! a ‘redieal’ o eirher branch of Congresms, be-
winhing with Mr. sumner in the Senate and Mr,
Stevoos ju the Hoqse, who wi'l net ontbid a'l the
professing inende of the Southern pocp'a 1 aots of
pmotieal benevoicuce and substantint forgivenoss,
il theso people, ntter doe retlcotion, necept she gons
ergus conaitions fendered by the Joint Committeo
on Recovatiuction. Ho who modt bitterly donots
the simeority snd the justice of this deliberate de-
claration will he most completely deomved.”

Neither such twaddle as this, nor the melo-
dramatic by poctisy it foreshadows, will produce
any eflect on the South: nor are the radicals
such fdiots as to suppose, it will. They are re-
dueced to put on thia hyp'lr'rit}r'al mask to kecp
their party toeether i the North, It—no mat-
ter under what Inlie protenses—they onn ORITY
next fall's. Conaressional elections, tholr as-
cendapey in {he Government will last till atter
the Preswdentinl election, apd they will use that
nscevdancy without soruple to prevent the
Bouthern votes fiom being counted.,
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